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Alternative education represents a perspective within education, not a procedure or program.  It is based upon the belief that there are many diverse ways to become educated, as well as many types of environments and structures within which this may occur.  Alternative education recognizes that all people can be educated and that it is in society’s interest to ensure that all are educated to be a fully participating citizen in our society.

“Meeting today’s challenges for tomorrow’s success”

COMMITTEE studying ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION

Trent Grundmeyer, Principal

Jerry Shafrath, Student Advocate

Tricia Christiansen, Counselor

Joel Heuer, School Liason

Diane Linderman, Special Ed. Teacher

Jen Koenen, General Education Teacher

CURRENT REALITY

· Greenbelt Alternative School (4 slots = $17,600 total)

· No Alternative School within 18 miles

· Attendance “the issue” on roughly ½ alternative school referrals

· Number of credits increasing (Class of 2011 needs 50 credits for graduation)

· PLATO (10 licenses x $360=$3,600)

· Potentially allow slots to outside districts (Sheffield, CAL, IF/Alden)

· Hampton-Dumont High School using all at-risk resources available

· Our system of high school is simply not going to work for every student

OPTIONS for STUDENTS who are NOT SUCCESSFUL at Hampton-Dumont H.S.
· Transfer or home schooling

· Conform and/or increase effort

· Alternative school setting

· Dropout

· GED after class graduate

· Abbreviated class schedule 

THE COST OF LOSING STUDENT 

Average student = $5,468

Level 1 =$9,539

Level 2 =$12,257

Level 3 =$20,742

Study of other alternative schools

Greenbelt Alternative School (641-648-4611)

Clarion Alternative School (515-532-2895)

Mason City Alternative School (641-421-4426)

Learning Center (Mason City) (641-424-9321)

Cedar Falls Alternative School (319-553-2500)

Webster City Alternative School (515-832-9210)

Belmond-Klemme Alternative School (641-441-4300)

Susan Walkup-Dept. Of Education (515-281-5718)
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MISSION

“The mission of the Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program is to provide a safe and caring environment where every student can and will learn.”

LOCATION

Hampton Auditorium Building classrooms

The OBJECTIVES of the BULLDOG ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL:

· To create a student-centered learning environment.

· To help the student who has been unsuccessful in the traditional school obtain a quality high school education.

· To provide individualized instruction for each student.

· To build a positive attitude toward learning.

· To help the student graduate from high school.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

To receive a Hampton-Dumont High School diploma, each student will complete all course work necessary to fulfill graduation requirements from Hampton-Dumont High School.  Standards and benchmarks will be aligned and matched to support all graduation requirements of the high school.  The students will have the option to participate in the regular Hampton-Dumont High School graduation ceremony.  Students will receive a Hampton-Dumont High School diploma.

Classes

Requirements

English I


2

English II


2

English Elective 

4

American History

2

American Government
2

World Studies


2

Math 



6

Science


6

P.E.



4

 Electives


20

TOTAL CREDITS= 50
COURSE WORK REQUIRMENTS

Work (daily work and assessments) completed below 75% accuracy will need to be corrected or redone.  Students will receive a pass/fail grade based on their course work and attendance to earn course credits at the Alternative School Program setting.

COURSES

Coursework for all core classes will be offered through the Alternative School Program if a student meets the criteria for admission.  Core courses include English, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  At the discrepancy of the alternative school teacher and administration, a Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program student would be allowed to take a course at Hampton-Dumont High School during the regular school day.  Elective courses will be granted on an individual student basis based on their goals after graduation.  Options include online courses, elective classes at Hampton-Dumont High School, or independent studies.  Students with Individualized Education Plans will have their goal area addressed at the Hampton-Dumont Alternative School setting by a special education teacher.

All courses will stress the need for a strong educational foundation in order to further post-graduation opportunities as well as enhance the possibility of employment and productive citizenship.

COURSE OFFERINGS

ENGLISH
English I, II, Novel, Composition, Independent Reading, Creative Writing, Independent Reading

MATH


Integrated Math I, II, Algebra I, Advanced Algebra, Geometry

SCIENCE

Science 1, Biology, Human Anatomy, Health, Chemistry, Physics

SOCIAL STUDIES
Global Studies, World History, World Geography, Government, American History I, II, Psychology

P.E.


Walking, General Physical Activities

ELECTIVES
Business & Work Skills, Intro. To Business, Computer Applications, Independent Living, Child Development, Basic Art, Creative Drawing, PLATO Courses
CRITERIA FOR ENROLLMENT

· Resident of the Hampton-Dumont Community School District.

· Official transcript available.

· Up-to-date immunizations.

· A desire to earn a high school diploma.

· Agreement/application signed indicating compliance with the Bulldog Alternative School and Hampton-Dumont High School policy.

· An initial meeting with the student, alternative school teacher, and the student’s parent(s) or guardian.

· The student is a sophomore-senior status.

THE SCHOOL DAY
The Bulldog Alternative School calendar will follow the Hampton-Dumont High School calendar.

Morning session
8:00-12:00

Lunch


12:00-12:30

Afternoon session
12:30-3:30

Students must attend the Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program 4 hours each day or 20 hours each week.  There are no excused or unexcused absences.  Students or parents are asked to call Hampton-Dumont High School at (641) 456-4893 on the day of the absence.  This helps the instructor in planning daily activities and compiling make up work for students.  

If a student’s attendance falls below the required minimum for 2 out of 3 weeks, the student and parents will be notified in writing that the student is on an attendance drop notice.  An attendance drop notice means the student must have the required hours in each week until the end of the semester or he/she will be dropped from the program without receiving class credits.

The Alternative School Program is flexible in scheduling to allow for the needs students may have.  However, routine appointments need to be made outside of class time if at all possible.  Students need to show commitment to their education by being responsible for their attendance and effort.

TRANSPORTATION
Hampton-Dumont bus riders will have the option to ride district school buses if applicable.  Students who are eligible to drive to school may also exercise this transportation method to attend school.  If transportation between the Hampton Auditorium Building and Hampton-Dumont High School is needed the district will provide transportation.
BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Students will have breakfast provided at the Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program each morning.  Students will be allotted a lunch period daily from 12:00-12:30.  During the entrance interview it should be decided upon if the students/parents wish to have a Hampton-Dumont High School regular lunch delivered to the Hampton Auditorium Building.  Students may also leave for the 1/2-hour lunch period and get lunch outside the alternative school setting if they so desire.  Students who qualify for free or reduced lunch rates will still qualify for a free or reduced lunch rate through the Alternative School Program.

EXTRACURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY
Students who are enrolled in the Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program are eligible to participate in extracurricular activities sponsored by Hampton-Dumont High School so long as they are eligible under the Good Conduct Policy and the No Pass No Play rule. 

EXPECTATIONS for the ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL PROGRAM

· Earn credits to graduate from high school
· Show respect for all people involved at the school
· Use appropriate language and behaviors for school
· Keep the classroom and building clean and neat
ACADEMIC STANDARDS
Each student will be held accountable for his or her academic progress each week through the Alternative School Program.  To earn credit in a course, the student must complete all the requirements on the specific course syllabus.  “Seat time” is not a requirement to earn credit, but students must maintain 75% proficiency to receive credit for class work.  

DROP POLICY
The Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program will be limited to 12 slots per semester to ensure adequate personal attention and planning for each individual student.  Students may be dropped from Bulldog Alternative School for several reasons:

Attendance-Students who do not meet the 4 hours per day or 20 hours each week requirements at least 2 out of 3 weeks will be dropped from the Bulldog Alternative School.  Written notice will be sent to the parent/guardian in the event that a student is dropped from the alternative school.

Behavior-Students who routinely fail to comply with the behavior expectations of the Alternative School Program will be dropped from the alternative school.  If a student is dropped for behavior reasons parents will be sent written notice.

Failure to make academic progress-Students who do not make adequate progress in pursuing credits will be given a written warning toward increasing effort or being in jeopardy of being dropped from the alternative school and allowing others on the waiting list the opportunity to earn high school credits.  Students who choose not to adequately pursue credits after prompts will have their parent/guardian notified with a written notice and dropped from the alternative school with no credit earned.  

Note:  Any student who is dropped from the Alternative School Program will not be re-eligible to earn credit through the Alternative School Program until the following semester.  If the alternative school slots are full at that time, they will be put on a waiting list.  Students who have not had an opportunity to earn credit at the Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program will be given priority over students who have been dropped from the Alternative School Program on the waiting list.

STUDENT GRIEVANCES
A grievance shall consist of a complaint by a student who feels unfairly treated by an employee of the Hampton-Dumont Community School District.  The student is expected to make every effort to resolve the grievance with the appropriate school officials.  If no solution is reached between the student and employee, the grievance may be appealed to the Superintendent of schools, and then, if not resolved, to the Hampton-Dumont School Board.  The School Board will consider no appeal until efforts at the aforementioned levels have been adjudged unsatisfactory.  The appeal to the School Board must be in writing, signed by the person bringing the grievance, and submitted through the Superintendent of Schools.
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ENROLLMENT APPLICATION

Student Name: ____________________________________
Date: _____________

Home Address: ___________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________________________________________

Post-secondary Goals: ​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________

Grade:

Freshman

Sophomore
    
 Junior
    

Senior

1.  _____ Resident of the Hampton-Dumont Community School District.

2.  _____ Official transcript.

3.  _____ Up-to-date immunizations.

4.  _____ A desire to earn a high school diploma.

5.  _____ Agreement/application signed indicating compliance with the Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program and Hampton-Dumont High School policy.

6.  _____ An initial meeting with the student, alternative school program teacher, and the student’s parent(s) or guardian.

7.  _____ The student is a sophomore-senior status or otherwise allowed.

8.  _____ Lunch option decided (school lunch or own their own).

9.  _____ Transportation to school (walk, bus, parent drop off, personally drive).

Semester Courses

	Class
	Credits

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Graduation Outlook

Credits for Graduation =
__50__
Earned Credits =
______

Needed Credits =
______
WEEKLY COURSE GOALS
On Mondays, the student and the instructor will set weekly goals for each course.  These goals are posted on the white board and recorded by the student and the teacher.  All assignments need to be completed at 75% or better to be marked as “completed.”

At the end of each semester, students and staff will meet to discuss progress and academic plans.  Parent/Guardian input should be taken into consideration toward future academic plans of the student.

EXPECTATIONS at THE HAMPTON-DUMONT SUCCESS CENTER

· Earn credits to graduate from high school
· Show respect for all people involved at the school
· Use appropriate language and behaviors for school
· Keep the classroom and building clean and neat
ACADEMIC STANDARDS
Students will be held accountable for their academic progress each week at Bulldog Alternative School.  To earn credit in a course, the student must complete all the requirements on the specific course syllabus.  “Seat time” is not a requirement to earn credit, but students must maintain 75% proficiency to receive credit for class work.  Course grades are not given.  

THE SCHOOL DAY
The Hampton-Dumont Alternative School Program calendar will follow the Hampton-Dumont High School calendar.

Morning session
8:00-12:00

Lunch


12:00-12:30

Afternoon session
12:30-3:30

Students must attend the Alternative School Program 4 hours each day or 20 hours each week.  There are no excused or unexcused absences.  Students or parents are asked to call Hampton-Dumont High School at (641) 456-4893 on the day of the absence.  This helps the instructor in planning daily activities and compiling make up work for students.  

_________________________________
________________________________



Student



        Alternative School Program Teacher



_________________________________
________________________________



 Parent




           Administrator
